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HAPPY WEW YEAR TO ALL MARAC FMEMBERS

DUE TO TRAVEL AND OTHER PERSONAL ARRANGEMENTS THE JANUARY MEETING
WAS POSTPONED FROM JANUARY %, 1980 UNTIL JANUARY 12, 198¢. MINUTES

FOR THAT MEETING WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER.

FROM THE SECRETARY

THE following members have dues payable January lst. This will be
your last N/L unless dues are received by January 31st. Please make
check payable to MARAC and mail to W, Allen, 10310 W.170th Terr.,
Olathe, Kansas 66061. (34/yr).

WAQBMO, WAZBPE, WDQEPE, K@JJV, K1KPS, WAINPM, KLUNM, WB2LSK, WB3IFQ,
WA3TLS, WA3YEY, N4AIG, WDADOM, WAUJYR, WBAUUXA, WBUUPW, WBS5KEA, WS5QEM,
WSUMD, W5VPV, K6RLR, W6TKV, WTABX, W8ILC, W8LDZ, WABPWR, WB9OZHS,
JA2KLT, SMFAJU.

MOBELE TRIP PLANNED

I leave for south Tex. early in Jan. and will only break in the net

and glve out counties other than the 2,234 I have already given out
unless I have special requests for Mo. Ala, Ark, Miss, La, Tex, and

Ok. Be coming back in a month or six weeks and should make some of
your members happy as I won't be causing too much QRM. I am returning
all MRC's that nhave been altered. Rule "B", section #3 clearly states
that all cards must not have been altered. Anyone with cards in their
possession that I have signed and was altered will e signed by me if
they want to return the old cards with an unaltered card %Ho be signed.
This way they can sign their application for USA-CA thuthfully stating
the cards in their possession are not altered. I want no more 1978
cards or older unless qualify as a I carry a keyer in the car ano
can go to CW operation by request but not in the phone section of the
bands. I will not sign any more QSL's or MRC's for anyone who still
insists on cluttering up the net with CW in the phone bands, I

don't like to mess with the cheap thin paper minlographed facsimiles
of an MRC and would just as soon not receive them.. Please have this
printed in the MARAC N/L so everyone understand my rules and anyone who
doesn't like 1t can please not bother cluttering up my log with their
reports when I am on the air. Sincerely, Art, WEBK.
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- WACCM/Mobile OSL Bureau

To our many good friends, Happy New Year and may 1980 bring vou all the
counties vou need. Looking back on 1079, we'd like to first thank those
who assisted us with address info, new calls, etc. Without this heln our
jeb would really be rough. 7To all you mobhilers who sian cards the day
rec’d our deepest appreciation.

41070 saw auite a few achieve USA-CA numbers and in many cases we have been
advised that without the Bureau's efforts this gecal would not have been

nossible. We are very happby that we were able to de the job for you. Our
‘aim from the very beginning was to get at least a 905% return rate on mebile
reply cards, including misread calls and one timers. We have been teld

by some of you that a return rate of 98% has been attained.

The Bureau was created in 1971 bhecause of a need for such an operation.

At about the time we were Tormulatinag operating rules, rates, etc., our
good friend Bob, WAPAEA was working on the creation of the Mobile Clearing
House and *the CW CHN already had a Dureau in operation for CW Net contacts.
Over the vears we have had a high degree of cooperation with all Bureaus,
Now we look to the future. As long as there is a need and as long as

Miss Barbara is willing and able to do the hard work of addressing the
envelopes we shall continue to operate., We must insist that you nput your
08l info on the flip side of your MRC's., It makes it very easy if you
have this, as Barbara can address your envelope without having to check
our extensive 3 by 5 file. Be advised also that if you wish, you may

send in a supply of SAE {Self Addressed Envelopes) and if you are really
"Flush" SASE (Self Addressed Stamped Fnvelopes). These save time and will
give you better returns,

We'd like to nropose consideration of annual dues to help your Bureau with
it's many projects., 1. We do sponsor several county hunters who cannot
really aff ord the postage and whatnot. 2. We when required will call
anyone needing a county long distance, not collect, no one ringers and
thankfully the stations we do ¢all do usually send in an extra green stamp.
Our plan would be to acouire a basic home computer and program it with all
the necessary information on county aivers, county hunters, "hot" counties,
ete. and make this info available to all who subscribe. ¥We have had some
of our net controls send us copies of their Ngt Control logs and it has
saved some of you missed counties. We would reestablish nubliication of
the Roadrunner on a bi-weekly basis. This would be an adjunct to the
MARAC Newlstter and should in no way conflict with the Newsletter as we
know it. VWe'd print tripns planned, counties needed, a "Ton Fifty" list
and whatever else might be of interest to the members. To c¢clarify our
thoughts, we'd have three types of members instead of the two as we have
at pbresent, We'd add "Sustaining member" and issue certificate of member-
shipn, What we are thinking of is a first vear or first time dues of

$5.00 per year and then either 33 or 34 for each year thereafter. Tt may
seem like we are asking for a2 lot but if you consider the resulis of such
a orogram, the cost if negligable. Regardless of how you feel on dues,

we shall continue to orerate as before. Thanks again all your help and

we look fTorward to a good long association.

We ask that you communicate your feelings on this proposal to us ASAPR so
we can decide just what we will do in the future.

73 & GH.



COUNTIES NEEDED T0 FINISH USA—CA

WFILRH-- ND Renville, Rolette, Slope 3D Shannon
CELL COLLECT ANYTIME 219=-751-35G14.

Kf{SE-- NC Swain ND Sherlidan, Wells, OH Holmes, Knox 3C Barnwell
SD Haakon TENN Hancock VA NofTaway, Surry
(602-623=-7423F

WAAUNS - ARKANSAS: Cross, Independence, Phillips GEGRGIA: Dauson IDAHO: Jefferson
NERRASKA: Keya Paha N. CARDL.: Alanznceé, Gates, Grshas, Hontgonery, Wilkes
M. BAK.: Bouwman §. CAROL.: Cherokee, Faivr{ield, Lexington, Union
TEXAS: Crosby, Floyd, Henderson, King, Stare
TELEPHONE: COLLECT 703-%71-8B373 ovr 703-354-9480. (HOTE: Collect calls will
nol be accepted at the last nuaber but I will be iold. Ask for JOUG HALL).

NCTE  NOTE NOTE

BEGINNING WITH THE FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER, THE EDITOR WILL LIMIT THE
COUNTIE3 NEEDED LISTS TO 25 +/- TO LIST AN ENTIRE STATE. THE EXTRAS
ON YOUR LIST WILL NOT BE CARRIED FORWARD TO SUCCEEDING MONTHS AS I
HAVE BEEN DOING IN THE PAST. AS I HAVE STATED BEFORE, CHANCES ARE
THAT BY THE TIME I GEY SOME OF THESE LONG LISTS LISTED IN THE N/L
YOU HAVE PROBABLY ALREADY WORKED THZM. I UNDERSTAND THAT HAS HAP-
PENNED AND SOME OF YOU HAVE GOTTEN COLLECT CALLS. ALSC, I DO NOT

LIST NUMBERS AS 1R SOC DON'" ASK POR IT. 73, Bob, XK#AYC, Editor

Roy C. Needham, ZL1KG

On Sep 25, Roy Needham, ZL1KG, joined the ranks of Silent Keys. Roy
was the first DX station to have worked all USA counties. It was on
February 9, 1971 that he worked the last of the 3,079 counties, Banner
county NEB. There were 51 other amateurs ahead of him who completed
this feat, but they were all amateurs located within the continental
US. TH was soom after that accompiishment Roy toured the US and
visited many of the county hunters he had worked. We will miss Roy.

Loren Tate, WJRP

Thne family deeply appreciated the beautiful floral pilece tThat you
sent to Tate's funeral. The basket off snaps and déisyles were out-
standing. Tate loved county hunting, in giving out and getting
counties awards, Of all the county hunters that he met he never met
one that he didn't admlire and respect, Also in lieu of flowers some
Oof the MARAC members sent in contrubutions to the Cancer Society

which pleased ouR family. We hope and pray that this money will
be the means of a breakthough., Thank you all. MARYTATE



__COUNTIES WEEDED 10 FINISH PARTICULAR STATES

K2UVG/6--ALA Hale, Perry, FElmore, Butler ARK Marion, Madlison

(71h- FTA Suwanee, Bradford, Clay,Putmain, walton ILL Henderson,
789~ Tutnam, Lawrence, Hardin, Jackson IND Marshall XAN Osage,
3966 Montgomery, Lane ME Washington MICH Dickinson, Menominee

collect) MINN Pennington, Réd Lake, Grant, nledwood, Pipestone

WDUHVZ=—-ALAS 4th CONN Middlesex LA St. Bernard, Livingston, Evan-
(502~L4T0gdT%e, Vemnon, Avoyelles, Madison ME Lincoln, Xnox,
LG Franklin, Piscataques MD Cecll, Ken¥, Dorchester MASS Plymouth,
3539) Barnstable NJ Cape May, Warren, Susex NN Eddy, Lea,

Hlldago, Valencila

K7CLO~~ALA Bibb, Etowah, Morgan ARK Arkansas, Calhoun, Phillips,
Woodruff CONN Hartford ¥LA Clay IDA Bear Lake, Clark,
Jefferson,; washington ILL Cass, Jackson, Lawrence, Wood-
ford ME Lincol, Sagadnoc MICH Benzie, Dickinson, Leelanau
MO Doliglas, Worth T

K7SE~- ALA Chocteau, Greene, Hale, Sumter GEQ Candler, Jefferson,
(602~ TPaulding ILL Franklin, Perry, Ez_Beﬁi, Green, Knox, Letcher,
623 Oswley, Tayior, Wolfe MISS Alcorn, Jones, Tippah, Wayne
7T423)

CT1BY~- ME&LAHE@S@ogkﬂgggDoﬁaheatérg3Woﬁ¢é§ﬁénm§§g§iﬂa&gg,Hﬂiﬂgolg,
fos Adamod;oSiérrasn W¥uwChefangoy NiAghray  Bbd,ldwrenceést,
Baficharte, OBE-CobsyiDesclntedgudefferson, Umatilla,
Wallowa, Wasco, Wheller, Yamhili PA-~Cambria, Cameron
Indiana, Wayne.

I2PJA~~ ARIZ Cochise, Santa Cruz CALF Glenn, S. Benito, Tehama, Yuba
TAW Kalawao MASS Nantucket WE Franklin, Waldo MD Dorchester
THV White Pine WM Colfax, Eddy, Grant, Lincoln "NY Cortland,
Ferkimer, Oswego, wWarren, Wahington ORE Gilliam,” Jefferson,
Lincoln, Tillamook PA Indiana, Lawrence, Monroe, Pike, Montour
WV Barbour, Marshall, Morgan, Tucker

W5QEM== ALA Elmore, Choctaw, Clarke, Monroe ARK Newtcn, Scott, Perry,
(512~  TITtle River GEO Rockdale, Putnam, Towns IDA Fremont IA Mahaska
883 KaN Pottowatomle, Pratt MICH Alcona, Ottawa, Kackson, McComb
8160) MO Gasconade, WasningtonMONT Richland, Ravali NEE Logan, Wayne

COUNTIES NEEDED TO FINISH USA~CA

WASZDZ=-=ALA Greene, Pickens, Walker, Washington ARK Woodruff
(318 COLO Jackson, Rio Blance GA Arkinson, Purnam, Qultman,

984 Spaulding IDA Clark KAN Norton KY Boyle, Lincoln Lyon, Monrce,
6854 Pike MICH Baraga, Benzie MINN Roseau NEB Covington, Humph-

pejiect)reys, Remper, Washington WD Adams, LaMoure OK Adalr, Atoka,
Bryaz, Choctaw, Coal, Washington PA Montour “TEX Bastrop,
Calhoun, Franklin, Hill, Lynn, Red River, Refugioc, Titus, Victoria
WaSH Douglas, Whatcom.

K9BX~~ ARK Drew ILL Mercer IND Tipton IA Page KY Henderson,
Kriott, WebsTer Mo Carroll NEB Merrick, Nance NE¥ Esmeralda
NC Catawba, Forsyth, Perqulmans, Stokes, Wilkes ﬂg Ransom

OK Choetaw SD Shannon, Walworth WASH Benton



NEW AWARDS OFFERED BY THE ARF

The Radio Association of Portugal wil offer the following new awards
during the Tirst six months of 1980.

O

1. Best

2, Best (Portuguese)

a2, Best {foreign - other than Portuguese).
4. Best _ }

5. Best cher than Poriuguese) .

ihe awards will be bronze medals appropriately engraved. No station may
receive more than one award for the period. Tols award 1s of?gye@

for operation during the {irst six months of 1980. Winners will be
selected by vote. Ballots will be in the June igsue of the DCP Newsletter.

o SR A NN AR R

The NCP Newsletter is avallavle tc any liscensed amateur. It ig published
once each month. ~ IT you wish the Newsletter send SASE for each month.

J.5, = Canada - £33 other stationsg -
Dorathy Johnson - WBORCY Jose A. Allen - CTI1DFP
333 5. Lincoln Av. Rua do Freixo, 194 - Valbom
Mundelein, I1l. 60060 LL20 - Gondomar

Portugal

b A A N AR R R

The Poriuguese QS0 party will be on June 7th and 8th. More details
later.

ANONYMOUS  [MEMBERET?

SPTAKS.

deer ed-1 v nu county hunter =2s this {s my fst lertr <o ur fH nusltir-u mite wunder
hw i wot started county hunting-seems i wuz in qso wid sum fricnds nr the top of 11
rtr band when sum fellers wid bodacious sigs started sum troubles-seems pea had
chased em off 20 es they wur trying to relay gk to anv fer the hole ball of wax-nw

i dont knw much abt wax bhut 1 v athority on super arp s¢ i tuned in on 14336-holey
chevenne-hrd 20 puvs clearing freq es 12 upidentified carriers-sounded gud so 1
traded my whiskey club nr fer exotic 2xZ call at friendly coin club es joined
fellers to see if i cud sct sum informations on wax-holey unicoi-u wudnt believe
respons when i yelled break break in mike-holey shasta-gess query abt wax is sacred-
thot maybe fellers wurnt hring me gud so i1 ckd linear-hoiey marion-i guy sald i wuz
mumnine 253%6 watts es living in toledo-cudnt fipure hw he knw i had pr of

Aex 10000 jupes in final-finely sum guy in idaho sd i skid pay attenshun~holey
lanplade-i dint evn knw wht i shd pay attenshun to-but i hrd guy later sayv i shd

vet explanations if i sent 58 green stamps to guy in kanses-sc i just finished ’
metting marac nr es studying materials-sti to b taking sco long to get to point of
lettr but cud u pse tell me what wax is used fer in county hunting-inx es 73-

irdit, marac r2020



Lear oir:

‘‘he rolilowing is a sketcen as To my Amateur enaeavor through
the years = WPBHC wpnt, Loren M. late

marly in lLire it was my goal to get on the air ane send out
thaet nair curling, nerve tingling "UQ" to the most remote
corner oi the world.

Arter my education wasg completed, marriagses snd two chilloren
acquirea, i startea out arresh to schileve my lirelong goal.

in 1947 L recieved my rirst call, wPsHu(Bala Hemded Charlie)
and got on the air.i had atiended night classes in code and
theory and passed that dreaded test for conditional license.
My rig? A war surplus that had been wired and renashed over
and over againl

In the year 1947 I joined the Southwest Missouri Amateur
Radio club. In 1951 they elected me aus president of the club-
Qur active club sponsored Missouri House Bill # 242 for the
issuing of amateur license plates. To our delight and amaze=-
ment the bill passed both iouses without a dissgenting votel

In i952 I upgraded ny license to Class 4 and also sacquired
& new rig. With a Johnson Viking 2 setup I really kept the
airlanes sizzling with DX and slso stateside contacts.

any experiences have come my way through the years - many
times I have been called home from work with the #risco
Hailroad to help hwunt for a lost child or 1o transmit mess=-
ages due to the neavy lce storms that played havoc with the
telephone lines, .1 have rerouted uralns, relayed wsather
-conditions when ice storms disrupted their normal way to
travel, As i mentionead earlier there is no greater pleagure
than to see & lost child returned satrely to its parents.

L have had the distinct pleasure of being co=ordinasor and
gasistant co~ordinator of the Greene County Storm Net. More
than once have loaded the travel trailer, wile and coitves
pot ang have been gent by the Hed {ross to some Lornado
camaged town where L would set up & smergency network, 1
have recleved many awards which L have accepted humbly, yet
prized nighly anc tney all embellish the walls or my ham
shack, ' '

i am now a custoglian and trustee of Ameteur atation WBESVR
set Uup on the campus oi Baptist Bible Collezs, where until
recently college credits were given for our classes there.

1l have been active both in Army snd Alr Force MAKS program
until illness limitea my participation.

iy wite and L for many years hela our "own" rield Days. We
selected diff'erent sites -~ Missouri, Wyoming, w. Virginia,

N. Carolina, VE7 bBritish Colombia and Un Alasika Highway
milepost 953! we both enjoyed aach contact t'ar more than

the score accumilated. Un some of the rield bays sites we
shot our cdipole antenna over the tree tops with bow and

arrow and thne insulators used were plastic hair curlers!

Un one #'leld Lay we had a Classic 33 atop our 23 foot trailer
Needales To asay many knocked at our door to see i we "were ror
real™ : :



in April, 1976 we both came down with an incurable disease =
tounty Hunting! Un this particular aay we lei't for an extende
6¢ tour of Alaskdpowing our raithtul trailer. . had just pure~
chased a new Lenwoed 520 that workec like a charm{andg stil
goes). With voice sguesky, palms sweaty ana knees knocking
out & leeble Morse code L gave out wy rirst county - wow =

b contacts, what a pileupi Lhis was surely the thing that L
had dreamed about as a youth and now it hac became a reality!
night then and there we both knew we had been bitten hard

by that County Hunting byg.

vonagitions were so bad through the Alonaike, Yukon all over
Alaska that we could harcly wait untll we coulg gat baek to
the "lower 48" and get on the air againi Un this Orip we
racked up 15, zb'Y milesz ana truly a Uounty Hunters dresm,.
Witnh my wite urging me tc travel that extra miles to give’
someone that special rare county,we seldom traveled @&nter-
state but country rosads and byways - canyons, mountain tips
and narrow stunnels the trailer humbly bringing up the rearl

bnoour return home wy new two letter call WRHP{holy Poly)
was awaliting me and I have enjoyed using it.

1 have just finished my last county # 3, OYb! This weas in
Missouri and given me by wB@PMiX, Jim Roberts. Now the award
and all the seals hang on my wall with WB@Mix'x picture
parked astride that last county line hangs just below itl

L have been very ill since July L2 and many county hunters
have driven far out of their way to givs me my last ilew
counties. WBYRCY, Dorothy, wUPEWU Harry snd others have moni-
tered ana listenec I'or the counties that L needed to rinish,
i truly appreciate and thank each one Ior sli their help, L
coulan't have made thewm all without their help,

Lt was also & great joy and plessure to sttend the Atlants
Convention and meet so many of the County Hunters that L

had met on the net the past 3 years. They are truly a great
group o peoplei

48 you know when L returned home from the convention 1 went
intc the hospital andg had a gection of my colon removed witn
cancer and 1% spreag to my liver, I am now Taxing chemotherapy
for this. 1 am still very weak. L anm noping that 1 can get bakk
on tie air and give oul many wmore counties to add to the over
700 that L have given prior to my iliness,

sincerely and with wmany thanks,
Loren M, l'ate W@KP

Fu.S,. this was written, eaitea ana approved by Yate just prior
to his geath on December z, 1979

Mrs,., Mary wm. lats
2065 South Manley brivs
springrield, Missouri osH07
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HOW "PURE" SHOULD WE BE?

In the MARAC Newsletter (October 79), W5LXG (Steve) expressed
his concern that mobile units professing to run county lines

at rivers and streams were probably in error...that the county
lines at those locations were not contiguous....and that the
mob@le unit should state which side of the river he was on to
satisfy the "purists" among the ICHN contingent. In some re-
spects, I agree with Steve, but I'm not sure that we avid and
"purist" county hunters realize that rivers and streams are not
the only locations where identification of the county lines may
be in error....so much so that I wonder if we really want to be

99 Lk,

I was most Interested in the letter from the Texas Department

of Highways. First, I discovered that the great State of Texas
had given up its claim to a portion of the navigable river called
the "Red River™. Someone must have decided that a river two miles
wide and one-inch deep at flood-level wasn't very useful. Or,
could .it be that the State of Texas was deprived of its claim to
"old Big Red" at its center channel as retaliation for joining
the Confederacy and as a condition to its readmission to the
Union in 1870. Someone goofed on the Sabine River, since it

was also a part of the Louisiana Purchase, Louisiana should have
had the: advantage of gaining sole control by having the boundary
set on the west side of the Sabine River. I suppose suffering
the loss of "old Big Red” was considered sufficient penalty!

Secondly, the letter was baffling, confusing and a blow to my
pride causing me to succumb to a few well-chosen words in that
part of the letter which states, "The county line markerg szre
ugually accurate but due to the lack of good information concern-
ing county lines the exact location is difficult to determine.”
After regaining my usually sweet disposition, I was still a bit
discomfitted by the fact that a representative of an agency of
the great State of Texas should have the unmitigated gzll *o
admit that it lacked "good information concerning county 1ines”.
To be entirely fair, I had to admit that it could be a laborious
task digging three or four feet into the middle of Interstate

10 to firnd a cormer marker. Also, having used a Rand-Mc Nally
Road Atlas for several years, I realized that the 1ittle Zray
line on my maps was 1/16-inch wide--on a scale of one-inch to

30 miles (the scale of my Texas R-M map) that represents almost
a two-mile width. Now....I know that the county line is not

two miles wide, but that presents a dilemma -- where the @%!+!!
is the Brazos/Washington county line on Farm to Market Road #158
where the only signs are the directionals to the gin! No....
dahling, not that stuff in a bottle...those things that remove
geeds from cotton!! Again...I was beginning to get a little
puffy around ;the neck and the temperature arose arocund the top
of my pate because one boundary of my little claim to Texas is
the Brazos/Grimes county line...a wet county line. I could just



see gome wheel from the Texas Depariment of Highways appearing at
my door with a notice to evacuate because it had been decided that
a highway was going to be built on the county line and the hest
estimate was that it would run through the center of my hamshack.
No doubt the first bulldozer would appear and shove me under the
rubble just as I keyed my mike to work my last county for U3SP-CA.

After regaining my composure Tor the 3075th time, or was it the
307%9th, all of Ferd's "better idea” light burst and search started
for an old, but timely reference, a surveying textbook. & copy

of the deed to my property also just happened to appear out of the
myriad papers that I had discovered in my search. With book and
deed in hand, T sought to interpret what those fellows were talk-
ing about. I must admit that I started with a preconceived notion
that what those Texas Department of Highway sheels had said was,
"we sel those signe close =2nough to the county line that we can
get road maintenance from certain crews and the state highway
patrol can determine which JP gets to slap that felon with a
traffic fine."”

Having gotten all worked-up and prepared to prove that a county
line was ag easy to identify as your mother-in-law, I immediately
was deflated. My dead says, in parit, "thence, up the Navasota
River with its meanders to the place of beginning."” TNow right
there at the meanders, 1 began to see what those fellows were
talking about! T knew what it meant to meander, in fact, I knew
a man who bent his elbow now and then who could meander a total
of five miles in a long city block. By the time I read all of
the information on meanders, and the other considerations that it
inspired, such as, "thread of gtream”, "alluvium", "reliction",
"accretion'", and"witness marker", I was about to send that text
+o the shredder. However, the term "witnessg marker"” had a nice
tone, s0...again...I turned to the texi. That lead to a long
disgertation pertaining to marking corners and using witness
markers in the fence lines to witness the location of a true
marker. In short, 1t conveyed the information that those signs
we see 1in the fence lines and along the roadways may be witnesses
to the true markers and miss the purity Tactor by seversl hundred
feet.

How pure do we resily want to bpe? As a mobile operator, I don't
want to do the spade work for the highway department... T1'1L Just
be satisfied to run gingle counties because the purity factor is

rno better on "dry" lines than on the "wet" ones. While you guys
and dollg mull that over, I think that I will take my little mobile
rig to the meanders of the Navasota River, my county line, take

a big catfish out of the thread of the river, attach him to a
stainless steel line and let him serve as the gound for my rig as
he swims from embankment to embankment.

AFTERTHOUGHT . . .See what happens when you start waiting for those
last twenty counties!! Y'all have a HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW
YEAR!!

SONNY
W5VDW
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MEMBERS SPLEAK !{

De W2GTs SEASON®S GREETINGS TO ALL,

Latest ALL COUNTIES AWARDS went tos WASAQR #253, 11-8-79; WBARVW #254
11-13-793 WA3QVJ #255, 11-12-79; WB9TKR #256, 11-19-79;3 WiUYL #257, 12-3~79;
K2QK #259, 12-12-79; W7DXN #260, 12-14-79; KPDJC #261, 12-14-79; K7THM #262,
12-19-79. Sorry I missed #258 to WDEOQP 12=3-79,

I have just been reliably informed that by the time you read this, ALL
COUNTIES PLAQUES through #258 should be on the way. The rest should follow
in a few weeks., Any complaints regarding them should be sent to the new owner
of CQ, Bichard Ross, Publisher &8s 76 North Broasdway, Hicksville, N.Y. 11801+

Apparently silence is not golden, so I will reply to the item by W5ULO
in the December MARAC NEWSLETTER., Bach time that W5ULO decides to apply for
ALL COUNTIES, I get a rlood of telephone calls and letters from all over the
UsSe with valid reasons why it should NOT be issued, and under USA~CA rule
D 2, I have that authority.

Here are some of the comments made to me regarding W5ULOs He has QRMed the
75 and 20 meter Nets; used racial slursy used profanity; exhibited horribdle
sportsmanship; claimed contaots he never madei while his application was on
the way he was still chasing counties for which he said he had no QSLg;
alieniated net nembers; alieniated mobiles so much that many won't sign QSis,
‘much less QS0 him; created havie in generaly some think that at times he is
& nlce gentleman but more often seems NOT; and although most on the net try

EDITOR'S HOTE

Since we have now heard from both sides of this centrovery, and have
printed both view points, no further correspondence on this matter

will be acknowledged.

A SHORT “COUNTY HUNTERS® QUIZ" de KaMTD _
We all know that Alaska is the largest state, and with only four counties
would have the largesi average county area., As a matter of fact with an
average county size of 146,600 square miles the average county in Alaska

is larger than any other state in the Union, except California., We also
know that Rhode Island is the smailest state and with 5 counties averaging
250 square miles each is on the bottom of the iist, But what about the i
next five largest and smallest as Tar as average size of their counties
goes? Got any ideas? Answer to the quiz is on another page and it may
hold some surprises.

More grist for the pill: WA3UQR-—

1) COUNTDOWN - How about encouraging use of the word "Countdown” to
indicate one is down to * counties for the "Whole ball of wax?"
Calling "Countdown nine" would indieste calle® is seeking info on
(or has just worked) a county that near the finish.

* A magic number (to be set by the povwers-that-be) that would
entitle caller a priority along with last-county, mobile, ete...
My suggestion is that the magic number be 25 (I'm a long way
from there...)
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MEMBERS SPEAK!!

NOAIG/3=-=A Thankspiving day conversatilon during a byeak in net actlivity
has changed my county hunting procedures, Several stallons who de-

vote considerable time as both moblles and net control, with excell-

ent sipnals elther way, informed me of thelr preference for con-
ducting the net without relays, The two suppgestions I recelved

were to (1) improve my antenna sgstem, and (2) change my opcrating
procedures, These sugpestions were given { and taken) as constructive
eriticism. Subsequent comments from other very active stations

indicate they alsc feel the same way about relays, Because my antenna
system ( a dipole at 10 feet)can not be improved at this time, I have
taken tnhe latter supgestlon and no longer use relays,., Ihave less

than 700 counties confirmed so the net st411]l offers lots of oppor-
tunities to work the mobiles direct. This Jetter is directed primarily
at the net control stations. I appreclate your offers for relay when
given, but, for now, choose to do without. This may change when and if,
I ever near cormpletion put I'11l do it this way for now. Perhaps if

so manh of the very active stations feel relaying the weaker statlons

in while net control or working the relays whille mobile is a waste of
their time they should so state and stop doing it. As with the
recommendations I received, this letter 1s written constructively.

See you on the net, 73, "0.B." NEAIG/3

WDU4HVZ~- Need a 9ehedule with state of Malne on 10M with a 10X
Member. Call 502-448-3539 Collect, Weelkends.

WR5HIG-~ Don't forget the Texas mini to be held Maren 7 and B

at the Roadway Inn, Greenway Plaza, Houston, Texas, Reservabtlorns
should be made by calling 713-526~1071 or 8300=-292-5200, Rates
are 530 for double or 324 for single. Be sure to mention MARAC
for credit. Hope to see you there. 73, Tom.

WA3UQR CONTINUED FROM LAST PAGE--

2) MURPHY"S LAWS - Probably someone has long-ago codified certain
(Murphy-type) laws of county hunting..... Here's mine:

KuITH'S FIRST LAW OF COUNTY HUNTING - "When propagetion cooperates
the mobilers don't -- they run only unneeded counties.”

KEITH'S SECOND LAW - "Mobilers tend to con '
you have completed." gregate in the states

THIRD LAW - "?mmediately after finally getting & lgng-sought
last-county it is repeatedly run by other mobiles”

-- CORCLLARY - "The time between getting & last-county and its

being run again is inversely .
= proportional to the t
needed it &s a lagt-county.” e time you

3) COUNTY LINES - I agree with W5LXG's proposal (Oct 79 NL) that
water-separated counties be barred from running as county line.



FROM KSMID STATE Avg COUNTY SIZE STATE hvg COUNTY SIZE

Alasks 146,600 Sqg Mi Bhode Island 250 Sq M&,
Nevada 6,511 ¢ Kentucky 338 ¢
Wyoning 287 v Georgla 3wz "
New Mexlco 3,832 ¢ New Jersey 392 ¢
Utah 2,93 " Indiana S 395 0w
faliTemmia 2,726 0" Tennesses A

CUpean Letter to all Membars:

Te those of you who have read George's{ACEF)letter,and to those
who have not {evervone should have by now), I would urge you te
conslder his proposals and offer him your support and encourage-
ment.,  Now more than ever hefove 1t 1s exiremely importani that
the membere organize the ICHW. Not just for the c¢bvious reasons,
better control and organization of the net,but for "Political”
reasons. I don’t mean"Politiwal®™ like clique,but "Political” like
dealing with . ' probleme such the deliberate QRM’'ilng of
the net and being able to discuss the problém with the FUC - as
& reputable organizatlon.

I think after the fiasco Sunday morning,Dec.23, with . . WEFEA,
everyone will sgree that its time we got off ourtduffs” and correct-
ed this problem. One way Lo do this 1s to be totally organized
and consistant in our operation. I feel that the actions ol & few
county hunters{Carrier throwing,VFC swishing, Nems Celling,and
gomments made without proper I=D) would not lend much credance
to any complaint we would summit to the FOC et thls time. Ws must
developes gulde-lines and procedures 1o handls thls problew and
othere 8o we won't be at Iault when situations such 88 thls
GeCUra +ust as a reminder, 1T you are gulliy ol any ol ths
above actions,ask yourseif "Is "PEA" worth losing my llcense
over?, because thata what will happen 1f you ars caught.

Te George; LT you nesd any halp or sssistance on thls project don't
hegitats to call onm we LT s anybhing I can do.

To ALl County Hunters; Its been a mosit enjoyabnls ysar for me on ithe
net. Got a bunchegot & huncn to go. Mede a lot of new
friends, nopefully not (o many ememys. 3ul, we have
some problems we can ne longer ignors. Remsembelr,in
anything ,be it sporis,work or hobby YOU ONLY Gaf
QUT OF ANYTHING WHAT YOU PUT INTO IT. :

T5's And Best Wishes Lo all in
The New Yeal,

Paul=-WDALTD



1580 FLORIDA QS0 PARTY
1500 UIC Saturday 17 May o 235% UTC Sunday i May

This is the fifteenth annual Florida QSO Party, sponsored by FLORIDA SKIP. All amateurs
worldwide are eligible and invited to participate.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY: Each entrant agrees to be bound by the provislons of this announce-
ment, the regulations of the applicable licensing authority, and the decisions of the Flor-
ida Skip Contest Committee, which are final.

VALID CONTACTS: All amateur bands may be used. ALL stations will SEPARATE PHONE and CW
logs. A statlon may be worked once on each band on each mode. Neither crossband nor
crossmode contacts {phome tc cw or vice versa) will count for contest credit. Florida sta-
tiong may work other Florida stations, but for contest points only. Out-of-state stations
may not work each other for comtest credit. Contacts made on repeaters do not count for
credit.

ENTRY CLASSBES: Florida stations will be divided -into two classes. Class "A” statlons are
those operating portable or mobile on emergency power and running 200 watts or less (cw or
PEP phone) inside Florida but cutside of thelr home counties. Class "B" stations are all
other stations operating in Florida.

EXCHANGE: Florida stations send sigral report and county of operation. Out-of-state sta-
tions send signal report and U.S. State, Canadian province, or country; out—of-state mohile
stations not operating within the jurisdiction of any country send signal report and the
ITU region (1, 2, or 3, etc.) in which operating.

SUGGESTED FREQUENCIES: cw ~ 3555, 7055, 14055, 21055, 28055
phone - 3945, 7279, 14319, 21379, 28579, 50.2, 146.52

SCORING: Florida stzt.ions count one point per (S0 with out-of-state or other Florida sta-
tiong, Multiplier is the sum of states (49 maximum)}, provinces (12 waximum}, DX countries
(25 maximum), and ITU Regions (5 maximum) actually worked; maximum multiplier 1is 91. Out-
of-state stations count two points per QSO with each Florida station. Multiplier is the
number of different Florida counties worked (67 maximum). Score is the product of QSO
points and multiplier. Class "A” stations ONLY multiply score by 1.5 (one and one-half) to
obtain total.

AWARDS: Certificates, phone and cw, to the top single-operator score in each state, pro-
vince, and DX country, and each Florida county. There are aise five plagues to be awarded
as follows: high single-operator in Florida and out-of-state, cw and phone, and to the
Florida club with the highest aggregate score.

DISQUALIFICATIONS: At the discretion of the contest committee, statiocns and/or operators
may be disqualified for improper reporting, excessive dupes, errors in multiplier lists,
unreadable logs, obvious cheating, etc. Anvone disqualified in this year's Florida QSO
Party will be barred from the contest next vear.

REPORTING: PHONE and CW entries are to be SEPARATED. Along with legible logs in chronolo-
gical order, a summary sheet is required with each entry. The summary sheet must contain
score, number of Q80's, multipliier, stations call sign, entry class and number of Florida
counties, power source for Class "A" entries; state; province; country or region of oper—
ation; call signs of all operators/loggers if multi~-op; name of club if part of a club ag-
gregate score; name and address typed or printed in block letters; and a signed declaration
that all rules and regulations have been observed. Include a 15¢ stamp for contest results
from a future issue of FLORIDA SKIP.

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: All entries must be received on or before 15 June 1980 (late DX en—-
tries will be accepted within reason). Mail 21l entries to: Florida Skip Contest Commit—
tee, P.0. Box 660501, Miami Springs, Florida 33166.

Ron Toller. WAMNZ -- Contest Chairman —— Nov. '7%
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MENMDERS SPEAKE!

WA3ZQVJ-= I really don't know who to thank first-or last for that matter;
so I estend my sincere tnaks to everyone who helped me achleve USA-CA
#255 (including my XYL, Sharon, and Harmonic, Kathy, who had their
television programs messed wp by the rig). This culminated a 2 year

7 1/2 month effort from my first county (wllxb/m Franklin, Va) 3/15/77
to my last (waTphd/m Jefferson, Wa) 11,3,79, This effort also

filled up 120 log book papges in four logbooks. K3YAY, Dave, in
Worcester county, Md. introduced me to county hunting. T met Dave

via our local two meter FlM repeater (WRSABS, 22,82) and within a short
time went by his shack to visit. In the process of my visit, he

showed me nils "coloring book"™ and his BRC's After seeing them, he took
me over to the wall of his shack upon which hung numerous awards
Including a USA-CA Award with a sticker or two upon it. That was all
it took-=-~I was hooked! I've come in contact with many fine peol;e
through county hunting thanks to our Q80's while waiting for a

moblle to pget womewhere, discussing those impossible to get counties

or simply keeping a mobile company as he rode along; bthis would

include the mobiles, the net controls, and all the rest. All

I can think of to add is thanks, thanks, thanks!?

MARAC NEWSLETTER |
8943 SOUTH OVERHILL CIRCLE SRR
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